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21st March 2013, Brussels 

 
 
 
 The presence and performance of the Roma in the educational system is significantly lower 

than that of the rest of European citizens.  
 

 Family involvement is often a missing element in many educational programmes and 
therefore needs to be included as a key element to improve the educational process of 
Roma children.  
 

 The project has produced a Guide drafted by different stakeholders as a tool aiming to 
provide guidance for professionals working on the ground to involve more actively Roma 
families in the educational processes of their children. This tool was very much welcomed 
by the different stakeholders present at the conference.  

 
 The institutional presentations have been in charge of Ákos Topolánszky, European 

Economic and Social Committee, Frank Pierobon, DG Education and Culture (European 
Commission), Costel Bercus, Roma Education Fund, Belén Sánchez-Rubio, Fundación 
Secretariado Gitano and a special video message from Lívia Járóka, Member of the 
European Parliament. All of them have underlined the relevance of the topic and the 
usefulness of the produced guide for many stakeholders from different diverse contexts.  

 
 “Roma parents are an asset for their children´s education. They want the best for their 

children, like any other parent. We just need to understand each other and create 
relationships of trust between educators, families and educational institutions”, said the 
Fundación Secretariado Gitano. 

 
21 March 2013 – The project, led by the Fundación Secretariado Gitano from Spain, gathered 
during 2012-2013 public and private stakeholders with a wide knowledge and expertise 
regarding Roma and education from Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania and Spain with the aim of 
promoting Roma parents’ involvement in education in order to improve Roma children 
performance and reduce early dropout.  
 
The partners of the European project “Roma Families Get Involved”  (Fundación Secretariado 
Gitano, Spain; Roma Education Fund, Hungary, Romania and Switzerland; Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Sport, Spain; Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sport, 
Romania; Ministry of Education, Youth and Science, Bulgaria; Local Government of Ács, 
Hungary; Fundatia Secretariatul Romilor, Romania) organised in Brussels the European 
Conference “Working with Roma families: a key towards the success of their children at 
school”. 
 
The Conference brought together representatives of national and European institutions, 
international organisations, non-profit organisations, researchers and experts and other actors 
with knowledge and expertise in the area. Participants reflected and exchanged views about the 
topic of Roma family, the main challenges, as well as on the role of public and private actors at 
national and European level.   



                                                      
 
 
At the event the methodological “Guide for working with Roma Families towards achieving 
the success of their children at school. A transnational methodological proposal for 
professionals” was launched. The Guide included aspects as the working phases, strategies, 
key messages, warnings, and examples of good practices and the profile and competences 
needed for professionals, among others.  
 
 
 The Guide in English, can be downloaded at: 

http://www.gitanos.org/publicaciones/guideromafamilies_eng 
http://romafamiliesgetinvolved.org/  

 It will be available also in Bulgarian, Hungarian, Romanian and Spanish.  
 Further information on the project can be found at:  http://romafamiliesgetinvolved.org 
 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Fundación Secretariado Gitano (Project leader, Spain), 
romafamiliesgetinvolved@gitanos.org, tel: +34 91 422 09 68. 

 
 

 
 
 

         

         

    

 
 

 


